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There is no school 
equal to a decent 

home and no 
teacher equal to a 
virtuous parent.

-Gandhi

Where does a person start when 
considering homeschooling?

IT’S ALL ABOUT ATTITUDE 
AND TOOLS

GETTING YOUR MIND IN GEAR:
I am sure you have heard it said before, mind 
over matter.   Basically, homeschooling can be 
put in that category as well.  If you want to do 
well with your homeschooling endeavor, you 
must get your attitude on the right track.

Continued on Page 2

EDUCATIONAL THEORIES RUNDOWN
There are four major educational theories  that 
are used among the homeschool crowd.  You 
will have to determine which fits  your 
personality and your students.

Continued on Page 3

ALL OF LIFE IS 
AN EDUCATION, 

DON’T BE 
AFRAID TO 

LEARN
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I ’ v e  l e a r n e d  t o  h o l d 

e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h  a n  o p e n 

h a n d ,  b e c a u s e  i f  G o d  h a s  t o 

p r y  i t  a w a y ,  i t  w i l l  h u r t .
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IF MAMA AIN’T HAPPY
 This can be said of any aspect of life,  
“if mama ain’t happy, ain’t nobody happy.”  
This  translates into the home school 
classroom as well.  As in any classroom, the 
teacher’s  attitude towards the educational 
process  and the students themselves  makes 
quite a bit of the difference for the 
educational journey.  If the theme music of 
the homeschool classroom is a funeral dirge, 
then no one is going to enjoy learning, and 
the teacher will soon feel burned out.

HOMESCHOOLING WITH ATTITUDE
	 Homeschooling is  NOT for the faint at 
heart.  Homeschooling needs to be a 
decision that is  made by both the mother 
and the father of the children, with the 
attitude of the teacher being full accord 
with this decision (whether the mother or 
the father ends  up being the home educator 
of  the children).

Feeling positive about the HS situation 
is  not some surreal concept, it is  the 
foundation of the journey.  Parents  who 
truly believe that this is the BEST 
educational option for their children will be 

just as  dedicated to keeping a positive 
attitude in the classroom.

If this means that the ‘teacher’ has to 
get up early enough in the day to get her 
‘game face’  on before the students get up, 
then make it happen.  If this  means that the 
home must be situated so that schooling will 
happen in a room dedicated to school and 
all the clutter involved with it also stays in 
its little corner of the home, then that is 
what needs to happen.

MIND OVER MATTER
	 There are going to be tough days with 
homeschooling.  Kids like to test their 
parents and find out if the boundaries set 
are still there.  Homeschooling means that 
this  testing happens in the classroom also.  
Being mentally strong is not necessary, but 
being mentally dedicated to the task of 
being the teacher of your children is key.  
Those hard days will come, and you are 
going to have to win the mental argument 
with yourself  concerning quitting.

Written by Kay Duncan

Homeschooling is 
largely heart to 

heart.  The method 
and even the 

curriculum do not 
matter nearly as 

much as the 
relationship between 

child and parent.
-Ruth

Beechick

Mount Vernon The Students
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   Believe it or not, the location is not the biggest 
hurdle... curriculum is.  The choice of  books or 
system of  learning is just so personal and subjective.  
The teacher’s personality must be considered, the 
student’s learning style must be considered, as well as 
the range of  educational levels.  
•Classical Education

•This is a 3 part educational model: 
grammar, logical, and rhetorical.  Each phase 
focuses on a different set of  educational 
parameters.  For more detail, follow this link:  
http://dev.welltrainedmind.com/classical-
education/
• This model also tends to be more systematic 
and organized.  The teacher will guide the 
educational journey of  the student with 
specific goals in mind.

•Charlotte Mason
•British educator of  the late 19th century.  
•Theories of  family centered education:

•Living books: nothing boring, 1st 
hand accounts, strong literary 
backbone required for educational 
purposes
•Narration: a child’s retelling of  the 
story they just heart, oral and verbal.  
No mundane worksheets.

•Copy work: used in early grammar 
levels for penmanship, spelling and 
grammar rules.  
•Short Lessons: 10-20 minutes per 
subject with full attention from 
students.
•No Grades: children must enjoy 
learning for love of  learning.  No 
artificial motivators such as prizes or 
grades.
•Free Afternoons: academics were 
typically completed no later than 1pm 
with the afternoon given as free time 
for the child to explore his own 
interests.  Much emphasis is given to 
physical play or crafts or viable social 
activities.
•No Teacher Lectures
•Study of  fine arts required

•Eclectic
•This is the best part of  being a homeschool 
family.  You as the teacher get to choose the 
books, the styles, the time frame, and the 
methods that work best for your family.
•There are so many options that a teacher 
can choose from.

Continued on Next Page

Nulla Lectus Porttitor Vitae Pulvinar Et 
Magna Quis Nunc Velit Pellentesque

SIMPLE RUNDOWN OF EDUCATIONAL THEORIES
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• Unit Studies
•This integrates all subjects of  education in 
2-4 week units of  study.
•Trips to the zoo, supermarket, park are 
where all subjects converge to be taught via 
‘life lessons’ in this unique integrates 
learning style.

•Unschooling
•Made popular by John Holt between 
1950-70.
•This is a child-directed learning style, with 
the parent being a coach instead of  a 
traditional teacher.
•The children are exposed to a wide variety 
of  experiences.
•No books, formal plan, tests, or schedules 
are imposed on the child.
•The child decides what to learn, how, and 
when.
•Forcing knowledge on a child is 
detrimental to their ability to learn.

 Once you determine where you plan to educate 
your children, and by what method you desire to 
educate them... you just need to dive in.  If  
possible, go to a Home Educators Fair, where you 
can get  your hands on many of  the books you 
could use.  Get your hands on the Teacher’s 
Editions as well as the student text to determine if  
you can understand what needs to be taught, and 
if  the student would enjoy the subject matter/style 
of  delivery.  Keep in mind that once you find a 

system that you appreciate and choose to use, 
locate them for sale online or by a discount 
website.  Oftentimes, you can locate used books for 
a fraction of  the cost of  the same books brand 
new.  
  I found a backbone, pre-made curriculum that I 
loved.  However, after using it for my oldest, it just 
became too expensive for all my children to use.  
So what I did was look online at each years boxed 
set of  books and created my own curriculum using 
the same basic goals and styles through different 
mediums.  
 I have also found that using a spreadsheet 
with each child’s basic educational needs per 
subject is useful.  We have 5 children and keeping 
up on who needs what can be daunting.  This also 
helps me to determine a budget needed for each 
year of  school.  I can then track the discounts and 
sales I find throughout the summer. often cutting 
hundreds off  my school book budget.  

Written by Kay Duncan  

EDUCATIONAL THEORIES CONT.
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